RAMAPO HIGH SCHOOL

Your student planner is a useful tool to be carried at all times during the school day.
All students must carry their agenda each day and obtain teacher signature(s) in the Hall Pass section of the
agenda and for entry into the cafeteria during their designated lunch period.
Replacement planners are available from Mr. Forman’s office at the cost of $5.00 each.

Our Mission Statement
As a unified community, the East Ramapo Central School District is committed to educating the whole child
by providing a healthy, safe, supportive, engaging, and challenging learning environment.
Going All the Way Up and Beyond with a Growth Mindset!
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Delay/Dismissal Schedules

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
It is each student’s right to attend school and gain an education as provided by law. The student has
responsibilities, which are inseparable from his or her rights. It is a necessary assumption that students will
accept the responsibilities associated with their rights and that they will contribute in a positive way to the
maintenance of an orderly environment in which learning is not jeopardized by disruption.
BULLYING
Bullying is a pattern of abuse over time in which a student or students pick on another student or students.
Bullying includes, but is not limited to, physical intimidation or assault; extortion; threats and threatening
gestures; put downs; name-calling; cruel rumors; false accusations; social isolation and similar acts.
Cyber-bullying involves recurring or repeated harm willfully inflicted through electronic communication. For it
to be cyber-bullying, the intent must be to cause emotional distress, and there must be no legitimate purpose
to the communication. Cyber-bullying can be as simple as continuing to send e-mail to someone who has said
they want no further contact with the sender, but it may also include threats, sexual remarks, pejorative labels
(i.e., hate speech). Cyber-bullies may disclose victims’ personal data (e.g., real name or workplace/schools) at
websites or forums or may attempt to assume the identity of a victim for the purpose of publishing material in
their name that defames or ridicules them. Some may post victims’ photos, or victims’ edited photos like
defaming captions or pasting victims’ faces on nude bodies.
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The Dignity for All Students Act
New York State’s Dignity for All Students Act (The Dignity Act) seeks to provide the State’s public elementary
and secondary school students with a safe and supportive environment free from discrimination, intimidation,
taunting, harassment, and bullying on school property, a school bus and/or at a school function. The Dignity
Act was signed into law on September 13, 2010 and takes effect on July 1, 2012.
The Dignity Act states that NO student shall be subjected to harassment or discrimination by employees or
students on school property or at a school function based on their actual or perceived race, color, weight,
national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, sexual orientation, gender, or sex.
To learn more about the Dignity for All Students Act visit: www.p12.nysed.gov/dignityact
SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF STUDENTS
The Board of Education is committed to safeguarding the right of all students within the District to learn in an
environment that is free from all forms of sexual harassment. Conduct is deemed to be sexual harassment
when the recipient perceives such behavior as unwelcome and which may impose a requirement of sexual
cooperation as a condition of academic advance, or which may have the purpose or effect of creating an
intimidating, hostile or offensive learning environment. The Board recognizes that sexual harassment of
students can originate from a person of either sex against a person of the opposite or same sex, and from
peers as well as employees or any individual who might come in contact with students on school grounds or at
school-sponsored activities. It is irrelevant that the individual had no intention to sexually harass the person.
Any student who believes that he/she has been subjected to sexual harassment should report the alleged
misconduct immediately as outlined in the regulation 5020.1-R, so that appropriate corrective action, up to
and including suspension of the offender, might be taken at once. In the absence of a victim’s complaint, if
the Board shall learn or suspect that an incident of sexual harassment has occurred, it shall cause an
investigation to be promptly commenced by appropriate parties. The Board prohibits any retaliatory behavior
against complainants or any witnesses.
OUTSIDE FOOD BROUGHT INTO BUILDING
Students may not order food for delivery during the school day.
OUTDOOR FACILITIES/CLOSED CAMPUS
No one is permitted to loiter on school grounds. Ramapo High School is a closed campus and students are not
permitted to leave during the school day without administrative AND parental/guardian permission. Students
may not enter Ramapo High School after 10:26 A.M. without a legal note. Once a student leaves the Ramapo
High School campus illegally, he/she is considered absent and will not be readmitted to the campus or ride
their school bus home.
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LOCKERS AND LOCKS
Students will be assigned a locker by their 1ST Period/8 DAY teacher. All students will be required to purchase
a school approved lock for their hall locker as well as their gym locker. The cost of each lock is $5.00. These
locks must be purchased from Mr. Forman’s Office in room 239, no outside locks are permitted. School
personnel reserves the right to remove all non-school issued locks during the months of October, December,
February, April, and June. Remember:
•

Students are not permitted to share lockers or place their belongings in any locker other than their
own or in a locker with no lock.

•

The school reserves the right to search a locker at any time without notification for the purpose of
ensuring the safety, morals, health, or welfare of our students.

The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items. It is highly recommended that valued items be left at
home.
STUDENT DRESS CODE
The responsibility for student dress and general appearance shall rest with individual students and parents.
However, the Board of Education requires students to attend school in appropriate dress that meets health
and safety standards and does not interfere with the learning process.
The wearing of clothing and attire, which has an expression or insignia, which is obscene or libelous, which
advocates racial, religious prejudice, alleged gang affiliation, or is disruptive, is forbidden. These include, but
are not limited to, clothing that:
•

Is/are too tight or too loose

•

Does not completely cover the midriff

•

Contains inappropriate language or graphics

•

Promotes alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or contains material of a sexual nature, and

•

NO Halter tops, tank tops, racer-back tops, half t-shirts, or tube tops

•

NO Spaghetti strap tops as outerwear

•

NO Sleeveless shirts as outerwear

•

NO Extremely short miniskirts or shorts (students must adhere to the “Fingertip Length”** rule)

•

NO Showing of underwear (includes, but not limited to, bra straps, thongs, and boxer shorts)

•

NO Leggings/tights with a top shorter than “Fingertip Length”**

**Fingertip Length Rule – The length of skirts or shorts must be fingertip length while standing.
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ATTENDANCE
In accordance with State Laws, pupils must attend all sessions of school while enrolled unless there are
necessary absences due to personal illness, quarantine, and death in the family or religious observation. All
students returning to school after an absence must report to their homeroom teacher and submit a written
excuse signed by their parent or guardian. A re-admit pass will be issued for presentation to his/her teachers.
However, students with properly excused absences may make up the work for each absence, and those
absences will not count toward the minimum attendance standard. Students will not be permitted to
participate in practice or rehearse for any event - athletic or non-athletic - if s/he is absent on the day of the
event. Students must be in school for at least 4 periods in order to participate. If a student becomes ill during
the day, he/she must report to the Nurse’s Office. There are four (4) minutes for passing between each period.
Students must report to class before the late bell. Students arriving to class after the late bell will be marked
late. Teachers will keep track of student lateness. A log of student lateness is forwarded to the Attendance
Office. Late sign-in will be at the Main entrance and students will be issued a late pass and must go to class
first BEFORE going to their locker. Students entering Ramapo High School 10:52 a.m. or after on regular school
days, or after the end of 4th period on shortened days, are required to have a note, signed by a parent,
explaining why their child was late to school. A note from a parent or guardian is required for all absences.
10/10 Policy
Ramapo High School adheres to a 10/10 policy which states that passes may not be issued until ten minutes
have passed from the start of each period and not within the final ten minutes of a period.
IDENTIFICATION CARDS
Identification cards will be issued to all students during the first semester. If a student’s ID card is misplaced, a
replacement fee of $5.00 is required. Students are always required to carry their ID cards .
HEALTH OFFICE – NURSE (MAIN 577-6412)
When ill, students must call their parents/guardian from the Health Office and be signed out by a parent or
responsible adult listed on the emergency card. Please report rashes and/or allergies to the Nurse.
Requirements for eye and hearing screening, physical examinations and immunizations can be obtained from
the nurse. Medication can only be taken in school when a note from the doctor and the parent requesting that
the student be allowed to take medication during school hours is submitted to the nurse. Forms may be
obtained from the nurse. The note and the medication should be brought to the nurse by a parent or
guardian. Every effort to take medication at home rather than in school should be made.
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PHOTO RELEASE
Photographs and/or videos of students taken by designated staff may be used by the District and/or Ramapo
High School. You may opt-out of this program by returning the opt-out letter sent to households in August. If
you have not received an opt-out form you can send a certified letter to Ramapo High School stating the
student’s name, student ID number, and your option to opt-out of the photo release policy. The letter must be
signed by the student’s legal parent or guardian and updated each year.
SCHOOL CLUBS/ACTIVITIES/ATHLETIC TEAMS
An orientation and registration period will be scheduled at which time students will meet with the various club
advisors of their choice.
Extra-curricular activities begin at the close of the school day and students are to report to their activities
regularly and promptly. To participate, they must carry their Ramapo High School I.D. Card. Loitering will not
be permitted in the school building. Students will not be allowed to participate in any event, athletic or nonathletic, if they were absent from school more than 1/2 time on the day of the event, this includes after school
practices and rehearsals. Athletic and Co-Curricular participation is subject to Ramapo High School’s eligibility
standard. Activity buses are provided for students’ convenience. Buses depart between 4:00 p.m. and 4:15
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays only.
ACADEMIC or SOCIAL PROBATION
All students repeating their freshman or sophomore grade level or any student failing two or more classes on
the June final report card will be assigned academic probation beginning in September of the following school
year. Students failing two or more classes on the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd quarter report card will be on academic
probation the following marking period. Students will be placed on academic/social probation for not adhering
to District/School Code of Conduct rules.
Students on Academic or Social Probation will not be allowed to participate in or attend, during or after
school, co-curricular/athletic activities, events, and functions. Students on Academic or Social Probation may
attend after school extra help but are not authorized to stay on school grounds after the extra help session has
ended. A pass/note from the grade level administrator giving approval to stay after school will be given to, and
must be produced by, the student when asked. Students must have this pass/note to be able to stay after
regular school hours.
TRANSPORTATION
Students are reminded while the buses are in transit, they are considered school property and students must
conform to the same standards of behavior that exist in school. Students in violation of school regulations
while on the bus will be referred to the appropriate administrator. Acts of insubordination or vandalism may
result in suspension from both bus service and school. Students are responsible for the cost of
repairs/replacement of vandalized items.
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Students who ride our school buses, at any time, must possess a bus I.D. Card as well as their Ramapo High
School I.D. Card to utilize all bus services authorized by their advisor, coach, or administrator.
LOST AND FOUND
Found items should be turned into the Office of Security or the Main Office. “Lost” items can be retrieved
during lunch periods or immediately after 1:56 p.m. “Found” items can be turned in any time during the day
to RHS Security. We must all share responsibility for safeguarding school property and personal possessions.
WORKING PAPERS
Students between the ages of 14 and 18 may obtain working papers by securing an application from the
Guidance Office.
SELLING OF ITEMS IN SCHOOL
It is illegal to sell any item in school for personal gain while on school property or covered locations such as
buses, bus stops and school events without pemission from the Principal of Ramapo High School.
REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMOTION
In order to achieve the status of sophomore, junior or senior, there must be a specific level of achievement.
Unless such credit has been realized, a student may not assume privileges and identification of a particular
classification.
Unit Requirements: Sophomore (5) ► Junior (11) ► Senior (16)
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
•

English (Including 1/2 yr. of Speech)

4 units

•

Social Studies (Including ½ yr. of Gov. and ½ yr. of Eco)

4 units

•

Physical Education (4 years)

2 units

•

Health

½ unit

•

Mathematics

3 units

•

Science

3 units

•

Foreign Language

1 unit

•

Art or Music

1 unit

•

Electives

3 ½ units

Total needed (minimum)

22 units
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PRINCIPAL’S LIST AND HONOR ROLL
Averages are computed and published at the end of the first, second and third marking period. The average is
computed by taking the recorded grade for the respective marking period; weighted grades are used where
appropriate. The total of the grades is then divided by the number of entries. Physical Education is not used
in computing averages; but the course must be passed.
HONOR ROLL – 89.5%-94.4% PRINCIPAL’S LIST – 94.5% - Above
GRADING
A passing mark in grades 7-12 will be 65% or higher. At RHS, weighted marks are used to equate the different
levels to determine class rank, principal’s list and honor roll. In Regents classes, the report card rating given by
the teacher is the class rating. For Honor classes, the report card rating given by the teacher is the class rating
multiplied by 1.05. For Advanced Placement/College classes, the class rating is multiplied by 1.10. This
weighted rating is entered on the permanent record of student and is used for transcript purposes.
COMPUTATION OF SEMESTER FINAL GRADES:
*2 x 1st q (w) + 2 x 2nd q (w) + Final Exam = FINAL
_______________________________ (weighted) GRADE
5
COMPUTATION FOR FINAL GRADE
*2 x 1st sem (w) + 2 x 2nd sem (w) + Final Ex. = FINAL
________________________ (weighted) GRADE
5
*(w) = weighted

*q = quarter

A rating of “A through F” will be given to students in Phys. Education classes.
ADDING or DROPPING COURSES or MAKING COURSE LEVEL CHANGES
Students and parents are given ample opportunity to establish a firm, stable schedule before school opens. It
is expected that no changes will occur in these schedules except in extreme cases, in which parents or
guardians and students may speak with their guidance counselor to request such a change.
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FIRE DRILLS
1. The signal for a fire drill is indicated by the sounding of the fire alarm in the hallways, cafeteria and
gymnasium.
2. Everyone in the room must exit in single file and remain with their class, as fast and quietly as possible
through the assigned exit and out of the building.
3. There is to be no talking from the time the fire signal sounds until the return signal is sounded. This will give
each student the opportunity to listen for special directions and respond when attendance is taken.
4. The teacher in charge will direct the group to the nearest safe exit in case a door or corridor is blocked or
damaged.
5. After the return signal, re-enter the building and return by the same route followed in leaving. Return in a
quiet, orderly manner to your assigned classroom.
FIRE, BOMB THREAT AND/OR OTHER EMERGENCIES
Emergency drills are required to be held periodically throughout the school year. This is to make certain that
in case of an actual emergency, the building can be evacuated quickly and in an orderly fashion. Detailed
instructions for these drills are given to individual teachers and directional signs are posted in each room - only
general directions are given here. (See above.)
In the event of an evacuation, parents are urged not to report to Ramapo High School to avoid confusion and
possible injury. If evacuation from the premises is necessary, you will be alerted by a District K-12 Alert.
EMERGENCY PHONE CALLS
Calls of an emergency nature should be made from the main office and NOT from a student’s cell/mobile
phone.
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DISCIPLINE AND SCHOOL TONE
The following is a partial list of prohibited student behaviors has been established to clearly describe general
misconduct and to provide for a consistent level of discipline at Ramapo High School.
INFRACTIONS MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO:
•

Cutting of classes

•

truancy and unauthorized absences

•

•

Arson, tampering with or causing a false alarm
(Felony)

Use, possession, sale or attempted use, sale of
tobacco, smokeless tobacco, electronic
cigarettes, alcohol and/or drugs.

•

Possession of a weapon, including, but not
limited to, a facsimile of a weapon

•

Automobile misuse

•

Leaving school grounds without permission

•

Bus misbehavior

•

Insubordination, lack of respect for peers
and/or a staff member

•

Sexual harassment or misconduct

•

•

Use of profanity, abusive language, obscene
gestures, and threats.

Misconduct: hallway, cafeteria, classroom, and
auditorium, restroom or stairwell

•

Trespassing

•

Assault/battery/physical and verbal
confrontation

•

•

Disregard for One-Way Stairwell rule

Use, possession, sale, or attempted use, sale of
fireworks or dangerous substances

•

•

Demonstrations and activities that disrupt the
normal operation of the school

Behavior that jeopardizes the health, safety,
morals and/or welfare of self or others

•

Theft, extortion, gambling

•

Vandalism/Destruction of School Property

DISPLAY OR USE OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVISE
The display or use of all electronic communication devices is prohibited during the school day. These items
may be confiscated pursuant to the Code of Conduct. Teachers and administrators may grant exceptions in the
case of an emergency or for use as an instructional tool. No student, at any time, may charge their electronic
device on Ramapo High School property. School administrators will use judgment in determining the severity
of the offense, the number of occurrences, and the circumstances involved.
Students not authorized to use electronic devices during the school day are considered a disruption to the
daily operation of school business AND disruptive to the education of the surrounding students. Students who
disregard a staff, faculty member, or administrative request to surrender their electronic device will be
deemed insubordinate and the Parent will be notified of refusal to surrender the electronic device and the
student is deemed insubordinate and must be picked up from school and given an additional consequence
such as, but not limited to detention and/or suspension.
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SURRENDER OF ELECTRONIC DEVICE
1st Violation: Device returned by teacher at the end of the Period.
2nd Violation: Device returned at the end of the school day by security.
3rd Violation: Device returned by Administrator to parent.
COMPUTER USAGE AND INTERNET POLICY
The Ramapo High School Internet policy models and expands the district policy: Students must submit a signed
Internet permission form prior to being granted Internet access.
BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, AND SCOOTERS
Bicycles, skateboards, and scooters are not permitted on school property because there are no designated
areas to secure them. Ramapo High School is not responsible for these items if left on school grounds.
BUYING OR SELLING ITEMS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
No Item(s) are to be bought or sold on school grounds without the consent and approval of the principal.
Items will be confiscated without consideration for monetary loss.
ADJOINING PROPERTY
Students are not permitted trespass on homes surrounding Ramapo High School. RHS will cooperate fully with
our neighbors to help identify students participating

Going All the Way Up and Beyond with a Growth Mindset!
#ThisIsHowWeDoIt

11

