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Superintendent’s
MESSAGE
Dear Community Members:
Welcome to 2018! This is an exciting and important time for the
East Ramapo Central School District. Many of the moves we make
today – involving curriculum, resources, strategic direction, growth
and much more – will impact future generations and their quality of life.
The new year began with great news about our Elmwood Elementary
School. Recognizing the remarkable efforts of Principal Ellen Andriello
and her hardworking staff, the New York State Education Department
placed Elmwood’s academic designation in “good standing” based on
2015-16 and 2016-17 student performance. This is a testament to the
dedication of our administration, faculty, students and families.
Our District continues to undergo a baptism of beliefs, culture and clarity
about curriculum. The success of Elmwood is an example of how we
are using data to learn what to teach and how to teach it. I expect other
district schools to achieve a “good standing” designation in the near future.
In December, hundreds gathered under the stadium lights to help
cut the ribbon on our new athletic field at Spring Valley High School –
the first of many enhancements supported by our community bond
project. While our students regularly share pride in their classes, clubs,
and other activities, nothing demonstrates school spirit quite like the
energy on game day!
We are fortunate to have such a diverse community rich in cultural
heritage. Throughout the District we are blessed to see the growing
minds of our students. Our commitment to students and the promise
they hold for a bright and prosperous future unite us! Together, we will go
ALL THE WAY UP!

Athletic Field
Ribbon Cutting
Let the games begin! On Tuesday,
December 19, students, staff,
board members and the community
came together to celebrate the
completion of the new athletic
field at Spring Valley High School.
Guests were treated to a performance
by the marching band under the
lights and cheered for the next step
in SVHS Tiger Athletics history.
The project was funded by a bond
approved by the community in
December 2016 to support capital
improvements throughout the
District. Still to come for the Spring
Valley High School field are new
bleachers and concession stands.
Ramapo High School will see a
new field and facilities in 2018.

Sincerely,
Dr. Deborah L. Wortham, Superintendent of Schools

Para leer este boletín en español, visite www.ercsd.org
Pou li bilten sa a nan kreyòl, vizite www.ercsd.org
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✪ Our School Community

Professional Development
Jannethe Pardo (Science,
Spring Valley) was selected as
one of ten science teachers for
the Regeneron STEM Teaching
Fellowship. The 16-month program,
which combines graduate coursework
with laboratory research at Teachers College,
Columbia University, gives science teachers the tools to deliver
higher quality instruction based on Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) and real-world applications.
Izabela Bardy (TESOL, Spring Valley) was accepted into the
2018 Critically Conscious Educators Rising Series, sponsored
by the New York City Department of Education and facilitated by
the NYU Metro Center. The cohort of classroom teachers meets
monthly to examine their beliefs and practices regarding students,
especially young men of color. As part of the CCER program,
teachers design lessons based on the workshop learning
experiences and put them to practice in their own classrooms.

Focus on Health and Wellness
Educators from East Ramapo shared their
research and experience with colleagues
across Rockland County as part of the
“New Norms for Healthy Schools” Training
and Mentoring Series at Rockland BOCES.
The program is sponsored by the Rockland
County School Health & Wellness Coalition.

Jennifer Mena (above), reading teacher
at Kakiat STEAM Academy, gave the
keynote presentation on the importance
of physical activity and its role in academic
performance. Daphne Momperousse (left),
speech therapist at Eldorado Elementary
School, showcased the school’s Yoga
Fridays program which is supported
by an Action for Healthy Kids grant. The work of our wellness teams has been
instrumental in promoting student success throughout the District.
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Election Poll
Redistricting
The Board, in September, authorized
a committee to review school district
polling sites. The re-drawing of school
election district lines will add additional
polls, both to alleviate overcrowding
at some current polling sites, and to
encourage higher participation in
other areas.
On January 23, the Board approved
the recommended changes. The new
polling locations will go into effect May
2018. Voters will receive a postcard this
spring with information regarding any
changes to their poll location for school
district elections.

New Polling Places
1. Lime Kiln Elementary
2. Summit Park Elementary
3. Kakiat Elementary
4. Ramapo High School
5. Avir Yakov
6. Kurtz Center
7. Spring Valley High School

8. Margetts Elementary
9. Chestnut Ridge
Middle School
10. Hempstead Elementary
11. Elmwood Elementary
12. 229 Maple
13. Pascack Community
Center

Our School Community ✪
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Hour of Code:

Computer Science
Education Week

Throughout the District, students participated
in Hour of Code events during Computer
Science Education Week (December 4-10).
At Chestnut Ridge Middle School, families
were invited to a Family Hour of Code,
where parents engaged in the STEM
learning initiative.

Elmwood
Elementary in
“Good Standing”
The State Education Department,
in January, recognized the hard work
of Principal Ellen Andriello and the team
at Elmwood Elementary School with
a new designation of “Good Standing.”
The change in status represents a
consistent, two-year improvement
in student performance in the areas
of English Language Arts and math.

“The success of Elmwood is an
example of how we are using
data to learn what to teach and
how to teach it.”

My Brother’s Keeper
On Wednesday afternoons at Spring Valley
High School, more than two dozen teens
meet for a bi-monthly, two-hour session
with their mentors. The program is funded
by a state grant through My Brother’s
Keeper, an initiative which serves to
improve outcomes for at-risk black and
Hispanic young people. Mentoring provides students the opportunity to focus on
long term goals and encourages positive community engagement.
This year, the district plans to expand the program to Ramapo High School, supported
by an additional $150,000 in funding from New York State. Those interested in
volunteering as a mentor can contact Dr. Dionne Olamiju, Assistant Principal,
Future Leaders Academy Administrator at dolamiju@ercsd.org.

Superintendent’s Leadership Circle
“Don’t let anyone dim your light it’s a gift.” – Dr. Alfonso Wyatt
Members of the Superintendent’s
Leadership Circle from Spring Valley and
Ramapo High Schools came together in
December for inspiration from Dr. Alfonso
Wyatt, author of Madd Truth. He spoke
about engaging their potential and taking ownership of decisions that affect their life
path. The Circle is sponsored by the My Brother’s Keeper grant which promotes
leadership initiatives. Student members strive to be role models for their peers.

In the period since the schools were
designated Focus Schools, the District,
at all grade levels, has employed systemic
initiatives, studies and strategies to help
students succeed in the areas of math and
language arts. “The success of Elmwood
is an example of how we are using data to
learn what to teach and how to teach it,”
said Superintendent Dr. Deborah Wortham.

Chestnut Ridge
“Think Now”
College Fair
The future is now! On January 10,
more than 60 students and their families
from Chestnut Ridge peeked into their
future. Guidance counselors and guest
speakers were on hand to discuss
college opportunities. Topics included
career exploration and scholarships.
The event sought to minimize fears about
affording college and remind students
it’s never too early to start planning for
their future.

East Ramapo Central School District Newsletter • WINTER 2018

3

✪ Arts Alive IN EAST RAMAPO

MUSICAL THEATER
Elementary Schools
All the world’s a stage. Students at Eldorado, Elmwood,
Hempstead, Lime Kiln and Summit Park Elementary Schools
are experiencing a new art form: musical theater. The program
features performance techniques and ensemble building and
strengthens self-confidence and teamwork.
In addition to developing skills they can use in the classroom
for presentations and group work, musical theater education
paves the way for future involvement in the arts.
All community members are invited to support
East Ramapo performing arts this Spring.
• Ramapo HS
Fame!
March 23-25
• Spring Valley HS
Seussical the Musical
March 15-19

• Chestnut Ridge MS
The Wiz
• Pomona MS
School of Rock
• Kakiat STEAM Academy
Broadway Review
Check the online calendar for dates and information.

Little Miracles “Light the Night”
with Grace VanderWaal
Our Little Miracles Show Choir experienced a life-changing
moment on January 22, when they performed with America’s
Got Talent Winner Grace VanderWaal.
In addition to sharing the stage, Grace secured donations of
ukuleles, guitars, microphones and sound equipment through
partner relationships with Fender and Shure. Funding for the
choir was donated by Grace VanderWaal and matched with
state funds secured by NYS Senator David Carlucci.

Art on Display
Art students at Pomona Middle School
showcased their work at Rockland Center
for the Art’s Student Exhibition in January.
Students designed projects during RoCA’s
“Dwellings” workshop in November.
The 2nd Annual Student Art Exhibition, featuring works of
art created by students throughout the District, will be held
at Finkelstein Memorial Library January 24 - February 16.
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